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WE SERVE 
 
 
 
 
 
My fellow Lions, 
 
  I hope everyone has been enjoying the beautiful 
weather that we have been blessed with the last few 
weeks. Somehow I feel we will be paying for it soon 
enough. The Fair is over and I wish to thank all those 
Lions that worked so hard in the heat for making it a 
success. We made over $10,000 on the Fair and the 
proceeds will help many people in our community.  
We have had several events in the last month 
including our annual Clambake. Lion Guy again did a 
great job this year organizing the Clambake, thanks 
Lion Guy. At the Clambake Lion Mel Sand presented 
last years Lion of The Year Award to Lion Bob Weitz. 
Lion Bob was completely caught off guard by the 
award and was clearly moved. Congratulations Lion 
Bob, you deserve it!! The Country Fair appreciation 
picnic was attended by over 100 people including 
Boy Scouts, Leos', and "Tractor Guys", lots of fun 
was had by everyone(lots of food to!).Thanks to Lion 
Mike Morris and Lion Mel Sand for organizing our 
"Candy Days" fundraiser, even though they were 
shorthanded the event went well. It sure would be 
nice to have had a few more volunteers. 
  Our Club is still trying to collect dues from quite a 
few of the members, a second notice has gone out 
and we will start making phone calls soon. Please 
pay your dues if you haven't already so we can focus 
on serving the community and not focus on collecting 
dues that should have already been taken care of. If 
you are planning on dropping out of the Club and 
that is why you haven't paid your dues please 
contact Lion Allyn Barnard with this information. 
  The Club is still selling The Commemorative Throw 
Blankets but they are going fast, please contact Lion 
Bernie if you wish to place an order or if you have 
not picked up your blanket yet.  
  Hope to see all of you come to the Dinner meeting, 
it should be a good meal (pork chops) with good 
friends.  
Yours in Lionism, 
 Lion President Bill 
  

 
 

 
 
 
Hi Bill, 
  I am just working on our NE Region Conifer 
Society newsletter and noticed this article that our 
editor included, it has that Leo touch! If the 
Churchville Lions wish to plant a Ginkgo let me 
know and we can find something interesting. 
 
Great event this past weekend - congrats! 
Larry Nau, Troop 133 

GINKGO: SYMBOL OF GROWTH  

The incoming president of Lions Clubs International 
has chosen the Ginkgo tree and leaf as a symbol 
during his term of office. 

President Eberhard Wirfs believes that the visual 
world is constantly changing, both due to activities of 
humans, such as loco-motion and due to dynamic 
events in the world, such as the movement of trees 
in the wind. This means everything needs 
momentum or movement, in order to progress or 
grow. And all things that grow do not remain static by 
definition. The ginkgo tree and leaf epitomizes this 
basic concept of growth. The ginkgo has a long 
history extending back 280 million years, a clear 
lineage dating back into the Paleozoic era. Few other 
living plants can trace their history to this level of 
antiquity. Fossil ginkgo leaves and petrified trunks 
can be found during the Tertiary period of North 
America, Europe and Asia. The tree is very resilient 
with an average life span of 1000 years, and unique 
in that it has both a male and female variety in the 
same plant. 

 So why has he chosen the ginkgo tree? Because it 
is a symbol of hope and love, and a monument of 
peace and environmental protection.  

 The tree is even considered a vision aid. (Lions are 
a worldwide organization promoting and supporting 
eye health for all). The ginkgo has been in fact 
declared the ‘millennium tree’. Also to be considered 



 
 
 
are the tree’s other characteristics of esteemed 
heritage, longevity, adaptability, utility, sustainability 
and global abundance. The leaves are two parts, 
united for so long, millions of years as a living thing 
stronger than mankind and surviving natural 
phenomena, of floods, fires and upheaval. 

Compared to the origins and longevity of the ginkgo, 
Lions Clubs International is in its infancy. As a global 
organization dedicated to promoting international 
understanding they hope to symbolically plant a 
ginkgo at every opportunity. Like a newly planted 
tree that is nurtured, their programs can be a 
sustainable resource that will stand the test of time 
and promote international understanding. Always 
mindful of their motto “We serve” they hope to 
continue planting seeds of understanding and 
emphasizing the value of enduring community 
service with a consistent message of purpose.  

 

 
FAIR 2009 

 

 
BEEF 2010? 

 

Lions,  
  We are walking (again) in the Leukemia & Lymphoma 
Society's "Light the Night Walk"; this time in our new 
hometown of North Carolina.   A lot has changed for us 
over this past year, but one thing remains constant, and 
that is living with this incurable cancer. 
  The money we raise will help with finding better 
treatments and cures for this blood cancer so Tony, and 
many other patients can live better, longer lives!! 
  I'm asking you to help by making a contribution to our 
walk!  I can truly tell you that this society helped us in our 
time of need. 
  You can use the link at the end of  this email to donate 
online quickly & securely.  You will receive an email 
confirmation of your donation as soon as it is made. 
  We thank you in advance for your support and I really 
appreciate your generosity! 
 
Sincerely,  
Tony, Michelle, Jake & Rachel Raineri 
 
  If you would like to walk with us on October 17th; you 
can join our team  "Four Tony" - It is unbelievable to see 
all the lives affected by these blood cancers, yet amazing 
to see the survivors and supporters that come together for 
this event!! 
Join our Team Page: 
http://pages.lightthenight.org/nce/Raleigh09/fourtony 
Make a Donation Page: 
http://pages.lightthenight.org/nce/Raleigh09/mraineri 
P.S. Would you consider forwarding my email to your 
friends and encourage them to make a donation? 
 

 


